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Edition.Should NIH or another agency of the federal government be given sole or primary responsibility for health research?
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) is the federal government's principal conduit for funding research. The extent to which
NIH funds should be used for research in public health is a recurrent public policy issue. The agency's contribution to public
health research has been widely debated. However, the question of whether NIH funding of health research should be primary
responsibility of another agency of the federal government or should be given primary responsibility to itself has not been
adequately considered. The question is important because a changing strategic environment in health science has altered the
environment for the conduct of health-related research. This article examines what kinds of considerations should be taken into
account to determine whether the NIH or another agency is most appropriate for conducting health research, focusing on those
that may affect the nature and extent of the agency's role in the sector. The analysis explores three types of policy decisions that
would be likely to emerge from potential choices by the federal government, namely the decision to fully or to partially delegate
NIH's role as a gatekeeper for health research funding to another agency. The author concludes that the major policy decision
currently before the federal government is whether or not to delegate primary responsibility to another agency to fund health
research. To some extent, the federal government should review its current strategy, which focuses on funding research for the
public's health.Primary structure of human chorionic gonadotropin (hCG-alpha). A 3430-base pair [hCG-alpha (MW 31813);
hCG beta (MW 46273)] DNA sequence has been cloned and sequenced from a human chorionic gonadotropin
(hCG)-producing beta-cell line, JEG3. Comparison of this sequence with the published structural gene for hCG reveals 14 and
14 of 19 amino acid substitutions in alpha- and beta-subunits, respectively. In addition, the sequence of an apparently novel C
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