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Star.Inquiries sent to the FBI and the Department of Justice revealed that no indictment has been

handed down against Mr. Blagojevich and that the investigation, which began in February,
remains ongoing. The clerk of the court, Jon Avenatti, says he had to quit out of fear for his life,
although he added in an interview that he didn't feel pressured to resign and said he was asked

to go by his bosses at the courthouse. The governor's spokesman, Matt Grodsky, said
Wednesday night, "We're glad he's leaving and wish him the best." The FBI inquiry into a state
pension scandal that embroiled Mr. Blagojevich (pronounced BLOH-gee-bitch) began in earnest
after a South Side man named Joseph Darby told federal authorities that Mr. Blagojevich asked

him to kill his girlfriend in return for various bribes and campaign contributions. The incident was
depicted in the movie "The Family," which was directed by Tony Scott, the director of "Top Gun."
Mr. Blagojevich was the first sitting governor in Illinois history to be convicted of a crime. He did
not deny the accusation against him but pleaded not guilty. Mr. Blagojevich was best known for
approving a plan to build a taxpayer-financed casino and racetrack in Chicago, a project that the
state's finances have yet to recover from. Mr. Blagojevich's troubles escalated in January, when

the Tribune reported that a business partner, executives from a firm headed by Mr. Blagojevich's
brother, Anna Blagojevich, had given the governor's former chief of staff, John Harris, a lucrative

consulting contract. Mr. Harris was fired after the Tribune's report. Since then, several other
businessmen have approached federal authorities and offered information about the governor's

conduct. Mr. Blagojevich's downfall began in mid-December, when the Tribune reported on a
campaign fund-raising scheme that Mr. Blagojevich had used to reward
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More.Military veteran returns home to only find

grasses growing in yard When Kirk Boone
returned home to Fairfax, Virginia in August, he
had absolutely no idea his property, which he'd
considered home for most of his life, had turned
into a grass field. He thought maybe an animal
had been left unattended for too long. When he
went to take a look, he realized that something
much more sinister than an animal was up to no

good. And it wasn't a rat or some other small
rodent. Veteran Boone, a former Army Ranger

who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, came home
to find grass growing in his yard. Boone had been
deployed in 2007, when he discovered the grass.
"The first thing I thought when I saw it was this is

[the] first act of an animal that's going to mow
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