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and health insurance decisions: a national survey. With the rise of gene-based diagnosis, direct-to-consumer
marketing has become common for genetic tests. Little is known about the opinions of people who decide not to
purchase genetic testing and those who do. This study was undertaken to explore the factors that may influence
health insurance decisions. A national, random telephone survey was conducted of US adults aged 18 years and

older in both the general population and individuals with a family history of breast, ovarian, or colon cancer.
Respondents completed a 30-question telephone survey on their knowledge of genetic testing and health
insurance decisions. A total of 10,007 adults (2,101 with a family history of cancer and 7,006 without)

participated in the study. Respondents were asked to assess their knowledge about a range of information
relevant to the decision about undergoing genetic testing, including the possibility of harm and benefits of testing.

Knowledge about DNA testing was generally poor in respondents with a family history of cancer and was
somewhat better in the general population (p
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