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for closing and cutting tissues are well known. For example, a device for applying staples and/or cutters is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 3,612,502. Staplers

are used in numerous applications including tissue closure, anastomoses, and general sealants. In one application of a surgical stapler, the staples or cutters
are inserted into tissue and press-formed by a stapling mechanism. The stapled tissue is then removed from the surgical site by a cutting mechanism.

Thereafter, the bleeding and wound areas are closed. During surgery, it is desirable for the stapling and cutting actions to occur simultaneously, so that the
surgical site is closed as quickly and cleanly as possible. In addition, it is desirable that the stapling and cutting actions can be accomplished with a single

instrument. In U.S. Pat. No. 4,955,959, the cutting and stapling operation are performed at the same time. The collet carrying the surgical staples is
pressed by an impacting surface into the tissue being closed. The collet is separated from the impacting surface after it completes its cutting function.

Similarly, U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,129,570, 5,262,098, 5,128,235, and 5,156,614 describe collets which are forced out of a cartridge after the staples are ejected.
The severed tissue is disposed between the main body of the collet and the cartridge. The aforementioned collets, however, have the disadvantage that the
staple/cutting operations can only be performed serially because the collet carrying the staples must first be separated from the impacting surface before
the severed tissue can be passed into the surgical site. Furthermore, as the severing operation advances, the amount of pressure being applied to the staple
causes the severed tissue to pass along the collet. As the collet is retracted, the severed tissue moves in front of the collet due to the friction of the tissue
against the collet. When the cutting operation is completed, there may be excessive amounts of tissue remaining in the surgical site, which is undesirable.

There is a need for a device which will simultaneously cut and staple surgical tissue and is 3e33713323
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